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DR. RICHARD BRIGGS 

The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate that Dr. Richard Briggs 

of Massachusetts is an eligible propositus for the Society of the 

Cincinnati. 

The Institution of the Society of the Cincinnati sets forth the 

terms of eligibility as follows: 

"All the officers of the American Amy, as well as those 
who have resigned with honor, after three years service in the 
capacity of officers, or who have been deranged by resolutions 
of Congress upon the several reforms of the Army, as those who 
shall have continued to the end of the war, have the right to 
becane parties to this Institution .•.• " 

The Rule of 1854 modified the above as follows: 
"Resolved, That the General Society will not object to 

the admission of members by the State Societies of the lineal 
descendants of officers of any grade, commissioned or warrant 
officers, who have served three years in the War of the 
Revolution, and have been honorably discharged." 

This rule removed the possibility that the officer had to have served 

three years at the officer level. He had to have had three years of 

Continental service all of which could have been at the officer level 

or some of which culminated at the officer level. Accordingly, it is 

obligatory that (1) the propositus was an officer, (2) he had three years 

of Continental service, and (3) he was honorably discharged. It will be 

demonstrated that Dr. Richard Briggs meets all of these criteria. 

It will be demonstrated that Dr. Richard Briggs began his service in 

October 1778 aboard an unidentified privateer when he became a prisoner 

of the British. He remained a prisoner until he escaped in the autumn of 

1779. Dr. Benjamin Franklin obtained some relief for him in February 1780. 

\../ Fran Apri of May 1780 through June 1782 he served as a surgeon first mate 

on the frigate South Carolina. This service extended over a period of 



time in excess of three years and culminated with rrore than 26 rronths at 

the level of surgeon first mate. The rank of surgeon was an officer level 

grade during the Revolutionary War. 

Dr. Richard Briggs does not appear in Bryce Metcalf's Original 

Members and Other Officers Eligible to the Society of the Cincinnati. 

Moreover, he is also absent from Francis B. Heitman's classic work, 

Historical Register of Officers of the Continental Army during the 

Revolution. The latter freely admitted that his work was readily incomplete 

due to the nature of the extant records. He pointed out that the War 

;f Department burned 8 November 1800 and all oficial records in its 

possession were destroyed. Heitman himself was able to imporve on his 

work tremendously. He had 8,000 names in the first edition in 1893. The 

~ 1914 revisioned edition he expanded to 14,000 officers. If another 

edition could be produced today, it would surely refJect a comparable 

expansion due to the availability of Revolutionary War material which has 

appeared during the since the Bicentenary. 

· h d6 · ( 1 h d2 · h d3 · d4. d5) Dr. Rlc ar Brlggs John , Ric ar , Rlc ar , Rlchar , Richar 

was born in Norton, Bristol County, Massachusetts in 1753. His father died 

ante 1758 during the French and Indian War, and his widowed rrother, Mercy 

(Cobb) Briggs died post 4 September 1762. He spent his formative years as 

the ward of his paternal uncle, the Rev. Ephraim Briggs who sent him to 

Braintree, Massachusetts where he studied to be a physician. It was there 

that he resided and practised his profession at the outbreak of the 

Revolutionary War. 

It should be pointed out that there is no entry for his military 

service in Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of t~e Revolutionary War 

or in its seventeen roll microfilm supplement, in Massachusetts Privateers 

of the Revolution by Gardner W. Allen, or in the General Index to Compiled 



Service Records of Revolutionary War Soldiers, micropublication M860 by 

the National Archives. Certainly this absence is conspicuous but is not 

detrimental to the claim of his being a propositus for the Society of the 

Cincinnati. 

In his application for a pension in 1832, Dr. Richard Briggs deposed 

that he entered the service of the United States in the TIDnth of October 

1778 and sailed in a small privateer from Boston, Massachusetts to 

cruise off Rhode Island. His vessel was stopped on the high seas and 

the crew taken prisoner. 

The role of naval forces in the Revolutionary War has been sometimes 

overlooked. As early as March 1776 the Continental Congress had resolved: 

X "That the inhavi tants of these colonies be penni tted to 
fit out armed vessels to cruize on the enemies of these United 
Colonies." 

The next month, April 1776, the Continental Congress had further resolved: 

"That Blank corrmissions for private ships of war and 
letters of marque and reprisal, signed by the president, be 
sent to the general assemblies, conventions, and councils or 
committees of safety of the United Colonies, to be by them 
filled up and delivered to the persons intending to fit out 
such private ships of war, for making captures of British 
vessels and cargoes who shall apply for the same, and execute 
the bonds which shall be sent with the said corrmissions, which 
bonds shall be returned to the Congress. " 

Unfortunately, Dr. Richard Briggs did not identify on which privateer he 

>( sailed. What is important is that he was involved in acitvity authorized 

'/- and sanctioned by the Continental Congress under a system operation for 

more than two years. He was in service on a vessel fitted out as a 

warship and primarily intended to cruise against the enemy. 

The vessel that the unnamed privateer encountered in October 1778 

was the seventy-four gun CUlloden under Capt. Belfast which ship of the line 



was one of the largest warships in the British navy. Dr. Richard Briggs 

?( was carreid to Milford Haven in England in November or December following. 

There he remained a prisoner until the spring of 1779 when he was moved 

round to Portsmouth and marched under heavy guard to Forton Prison 

approximately two miles away. Under British law he was guilty of piracy 

and was imprisoned for "the crime of high treason." It was not until 

March 1782 when captive Americans were designated as prisoners of war by 

the British. 

Dr. Richard Briggs stated that he made his escape from Forton 

Prison after seven months of incarceration. The records, however, reveal 

that he was pardoned for exchange on 11 December 1779. Marion and Jack 

Kaminkow addressed this disparity in their work, Mariners of the American 

Revolution. They wrote: 

"It VVC>uld seem in many cases, however, that the pardons 
issued by King George were pompous farces, for on many occasions 
the birds had already flown ••.. " 

Dr. Richard Briggs went to London fDOm which he got a pa~sage to 

Ostend, Belgium. He journeyed overland to Paris, France where he sought 

out and secured some assistance from Dr. Benjamin Franklin. The arrount 

of relief which Franklin obtained was 864 livres paid to 29 February 1780 

to Silas Smith, Dr. Richard Briggs, D. Hack, J. Levers, and unnamed 

others. 

Dr. Richard Briggs proceeded to L'Orient, France whe re in April or 

May 1780 he engaged as surgeon first mate on the frigate South Carolina 

belonging to the state of South Carolina. She was under th~ camn~1d of 

Captain John Joyner and Commodore Gillon. Alexander Gillon had been 

made a Commodore of the state navy of South Carolina on 11 March 1778 

and had gone to Europe to acquire vessels and war materials for the navy. 

On 30 May 1780 he had entered into an agreement with the Chevalier 



Luxembourg to lease the ship L'Indien. Gillon had renamed it the South 

Carolina. She was 144 feet long on the keel and 170 feet overall, with 

a beam of 43 feet, and was 1,430 tons. 

The ship lay at Amsterdam so Dr. Richard Briggs traveled overland 

to that place and joined the ship on 28 August 1780. During that summer 

Comrnordore Gillon sought to get his ship from Amsterdam to the Texel. 

He eventually ran out of funds to review her fitting and was forced to sell 

part of his cargo of war materials to the Continental Congress. By March 

1781 there were about 200 men on board, and Gillon expected about 280 

more from Dunkirk. In August 1781 the Sout_b. Carolina made its way into 

/ the North Sea bia the Orkney Islands around Scotland and Ireland and took 

an English privateer of sixteen guns from Liverpool on 7 September 1781. A 

shortage of water and provisions forced Gillon to decide to put in at 

J( Corumma, Spain where they arrived on the 24th. They sailed from Corunna 

~ on 17 October and of the 21st following captured the brig Venus from 

Newfoundland. Their next stop was Teneriffe in the Canary Islands on 

31 October. The Venus they sold at Santa Cruz and her cargo they sent to 

Cadiz where it was sold and the proceeds given to the state of South 

Carolina. 

Shortly thereafter the South Carolina sailed for the West Indies. 

After making a brief cruise, Commodore Gillon sailed north but finding 

Charleston, South Carolina in the hands of the British on 31 December 1781, 

he stood for Havanna, Cuba on New Year's Day 1782. They arrived there 

on 13 Janaury 1782. They sailed between Abaco and New Providence into 

the Gulf where they took three large ships from Jamaica and two brigs 

without guns. Afterwards they returned to Havanna greatly in need of 

repairs following the combat. 



The Governor General of Cuba, Don Juan Manuel de Cagigal, wanted 

to retaliate against the British privateers preying on Spanish transports 

Y in the Caribben. Because he did not have the warships, however, to protect 

¥ his troop and artillery transports, he proposed to Corrrrodore Gilleon that 

he take his frigate on the expedition against the British at Nassau in 

the Bahamas. 

Gillon accepted the offer and agreed to convoy the Governor with 

;< sventy tranports with between tWJ and three thousand troops to the 

Bahamas. Even though they started leaving Havanna on 22 April 1782, contrary 

winds held them up until the 30th. They arrived off New Providence 

on 5 May and after a short seige took Fort Nassau from the British. The 

Governor, John Maxwell, capitulated on the 8th. 

';£ With this victory behind them, the South Carolina sailed north 

)I and arrived at Philadephia, Pennsylvania on 28 May 1782. There she lay 

for several months. In June 1782 Dr. Richard Briggs was discharged after 

nearly twenty-six months of service on the said frigate. 

It is entirely probably that Commodore Gillon no longer required the 

manpower he had had on board for the last nine or ten months. The expense c os-1-

of maintaining a force of nearly five hundred men would surely have been a 

primary factor in his decision to reduce his expenses. Certainly Lord 

Cornwallis had surrendered at Yorktown six months before, and the war was 

winding down. Whether Dr. Richard Briggs was rendered supernumerary is 

simply not ascertainable. There is such a distinct possibility. 

By 1832 Dr. Richard Briggs had lost the certificate of his service. 

He deposed that he knew of no living witnesses who could testify to his 

military service in the Revolutionary War. He stated that Nicholas 

Bartlett of Marblehead was the First Lieutenant, Jonathan Bartlett of 



Marblehead was Lieutenant of Marines, Richard Pierce of Marblehead was 

)< sail maker, and Joseph Gridley of boston was purser. The latter left the 

ship at Havanna. Dr. Briggs was able to prove his service by documentary 

evidence. He produced a copy of a certificate from the Auditor of the 

State of South Carolina and a certificate from the Comptroller General 

stating the payment made to him as one of the crew of the frigate South 

Carolina. His pension was approved. He died in Worthington, Hampshire 

County, Massachusetts on 11 April 1835. 

Louis C. Duncan in his work, Medical Men in the American Revolution 

1775-1783, listed Richard Briggs as being from Massachusetts as a surgeon 

and indicated that his name did not appear on any muster rolls. Marion 

and Jack Kaminkow listed him in their work, Mariners of the American 

Revolution. The most nearly complete roster of officers and men of the 

)< frigate South Carolina appears in the Copy· of the Original Index Book 

~ Showing the Revolutionary Claims Filed in South Caroina between August lQ, 

17 83 and August l!_, 17 86 by Janie Revill. Besides the name of Dr. ~ichard 

Briggs, the only other veteran of this roster receiving a Revolutionary 

War pension was John Mayrant of South Carolina. His application 

contained no reference to Dr. Richard Briggs. 

The account of Ferdinand Grand for advances to Americans held 

prisoner 1778-1782 listing Richard Briggs is in The Papers of the 

Continental Congress 1774-1789, micropublication M247, roll 155, item 142, 

j volume I, page 329. The Record of the Celebration of the TWo Hundreth 

v Anniversary of the Birth of Benjamin Franklin, volume IV, page 379, 

)( summariged a receipt from money advanced by Francis Coffyn to Capt. Silas 

Smith, Richard Briggs of Boston, and Philip Howland. 

Accordingly Dr. Briggs's service extended from October 1778 through 

June 1782. He was a privateer acting under authorization of the Continental 







( 6) ~ continued 

Carolina. He put to sea in August 1781 with 40 gJJ.ns & 550 rren. On 
Auugust. 7th he captured a 16 gun Liverp::>ol privateer. On 22 April 
1782 he joirEd a Spanish ex~dition fran Havana to capture ~w Provideoce 
(now Nassau, Bahanas). TI-e British governor surrendered en 7 May 1782. 

He was born at Rotterdam, N=therlands 1741 and died rear Charleston, 
South Carolina 1794. 

Charles E. Claghorn, Naval Officers of the Arrerican Revolution: A 
Concise Biographical Dictionary, p. 122. 

John A. McManemin, captains of the State Navies during the Revolutionary 
War, pp. 331-430. 
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1 6 March 1 995 

William Leland Hires, Esq. 
Acting Assistant Secretary 

Robert L. Acklen, Jr. 
3132 Westminster Avenue 

Dallas, Texas 75205-1425 
(214) 696-1783 

Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati 
106 Righters Mill Road 
Penn Valley-Narberth, PA 19072 

Dear Mr. Hires: 

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of endorsement for the admission of 
Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck as a Hereditary Member of your Society. He is seeking 
admission by right of descent from his Great, Great, Great, Great, Grandfather, 
Doctor Richard Briggs, Surgeon's Mate, frigate South Carolina in Continental 
service. 

Mr. Bockstruck is a fine gentleman, who will be a most welcomed and agreeable 
addition to your Society. Lloyd has served in the Dallas Public Library in Dallas, 
Texas since 1973. Currently, he is the Supervisor of the Genealogy Section at the 
main library. He writes a weekly genealogy column for the Dallas Morning News 
newspaper. In addition, Mr. Bockstruck has numerous publications to his credit. 
He is or has served as the Genealogist for several Lineage Societies. 

Mr. Bockstruck has served on the faculty of the Institute of Genealogy & Historical 
Research, Samford University, Birmingham, Alabama since 1974. During 1974 to 
1991, he was, also, an instructor for the School of Continuing Education, 
Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas. It is my belief that Mr. Bockstruck, 
through his fine personal qualities and public service over many years, merits 
inclusion in your distinguished Society. 

Thank you for your diligent attention to these matters. 

Most sincerely yours, 

f!!:L£~~ t/d4~ 
Hereditary Member, New York State Society of the Cincinnati 



Officers and Standing Committee 

3320 Marquette 

Dallas, Texas 75225 

16 March 1995 

Delaware State Society · of the Cincinnati 

c/o Lt. Col. William Leland Hires 

106 Righters Mill Road 

PennValley-Narberth, PA 19072 

Dear Gentlemen, 

It is my great pleasure to endorse for membership in the 

Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati, my good friend, 

Mr. Lloyd Dewitt Bockstruck. Lloyd is a fine gentleman, who 

is very well thought of here in the Dallas community and 

beyond. It has been my pleasure to have known Lloyd for 

almost fourteen (14) years. 

Lloyd D. Bockstruck is an excellent genealogist who you 

will welcome as an addition to your Society. Lloyd has served 

in Texas as the Governor of Colonial Wars, and is presently 

serving as the Governor of Foun4ers and Patriots. Lloyd 

is also serving, and has for several years, as the Registrar 

General for the Order of Founders and Patriots. 

I enthusiastically urge his election to membership in the 

Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati. If there is anything 

further that I can do please let me know. 

Sincerely yours, 

Frank Sheldon Sutherland-Hall 

Member, The Society of the 

Cincinnati in the State of 

New Hampshire 



1974 

RE: Application of Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck 

3322 Milton 
Dallas, TX 75205 
March 17, 1995 

Dear Compatriot Hires and Gentlemen of the Standing Committee: 

I have been asked to write to you on behalf of the application of Lloyd DeWitt 
Bockstruck for Hereditary Membership in The Delaware State Society of the 
Cincinnati. It is a personal pleasure and honor to do so. 

I have known Mr. Bockstruck for over twenty years, both professionally and 
socially, and it gives me great pleasure to tell you that our Society of Friends could 
ask for no one who has a greater appreciation of what membership means and who 
will uphold its ideals to the highest level. He is an outstanding genealogist, and, 
frankly, I am looking forward to having his help in the Lone Star Association. He is 
a person of great character and integrity whom I am honored to call a friend. 

I recommend him to your favorable consideration without reservation or 
hesitation. With my thanks for your attention, I have the honor to rema'in 

William L. Hires, Esq. 
Assistant Secretary, 

The Delaware State Society of the ~incinnati 
106 Righters Mill Road 
Penn Valley, PA 19072 



DELAWARE STATE F THE CINCINNATI 

June 20, 1995 

Mr. Llovd DeWitt Bockstruck 
./ 

3955-C Buena Vista Street 
Dallas, TX 75204 

Dear Mr. Bocks truck: 

It is a pleasure to inform you that your membership application to the Delaware State 
Society of the Cincinnati was approved at the meeting of the Standing Committee on June 
5,1995. 

I want to congratulate you on your election, and I hope that you will be able to participate 
actively in the programs of our State Society. 

As you may know, an initiation fee of $200.00 is required of all members. Due to the lengthy 
hospitalization and recent death of Colonel Benjamin Rush III, our previous Membership 
Secretary, the membership records have not had the attention that they require. I have been 
unable to determine, from the records I now have, whether or not this fee has been paid. If 
the fee has been paid, I ask that you send me a copy of the canceled check. If not, I would 
appreciate receiving the check from you. You have my apologies for any inconvenience this 
may cause. 

The Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati has two meetings each year to which all 
members are invited. The Annual Meeting and hmcheon is held in early April, and a Fall 
"Outing" is held in early October. Both meetings are in the general area of Wilmington, 
Delaware. You will be notified of these events in due course. I look forward to meeting you at 
that time. 

Again, welcome to the Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati. 

Sincerely, 

Ernest Ogg Houseman, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary - Membership 

Ernest 0. Houseman, J •·. 
1709 Antigua Drive 
Orlando, FL 32806 



DELAWARE STATE F THE CINCINNATI 

Ernest 0. Houseman, Jr. 
1709 Antigua Drive 
Orlando, FL 32806 

Mr. Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck 
3955-C Buena Vista Street 
Dallas, TX 75204 



1783 

THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI 

July 28, 1995 

Headquarters and Museum- Anderson House 
2118 Massachusetts Avenue, Northwest, Washington, D.C. 20008 

(202) 785-2040 

Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, Esq. 
3955-C Buena Vista Street 
Dallas, TX 75204 

Dear Mr. Bockstruck: 

I congratulate you on your election to membership in The Society 
of the Cincinnati, and welcome you on behalf of your colJ.eagues 
in each of our fourteen Constituent Societies. 

I hope that you will find it possible to participate actively in 
the programs both of your state and the General Society, and I am 
sure that you will derive much satisfaction from these activities 

·and great pleasure from your associations with your fellow 
Cincinnati. 

Would you be so kind as to complete and return the enclosed form 
for the General Society Roster. I believe that it is self­
explanatory; however for your possible convenience, the 
information called for under Historical Notes refers to any 
positions of special importance or particular prominence that you 
currently hold or have held. 

Again, welcome to our "One Society of Friends". 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Pickens Miller 
Secretary General 

enclosures 
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