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The Portal to Texas History

• 2004 

• 471 collaborative partners
• About 1.9 million visible digital objects 
• 16.8 million files
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~10K added each month

159K+ added last year

1.3+ million uses each month



The Portal to Texas History

• 430,550 photographs
• 877,276 newspaper issues
• 142,995 scripts
• 7,167 books
• 83,750 maps
• 15,109 legislative docs
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Examples of Other Resources in the Portal
• Scrapbooks
• Probate records
• Family letters
• Gammel’s Laws of Texas and 

other state docs
• Genealogical publications, 

yearbooks, serials
• Course curriculum 
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From every corner of Texas

- Museums
- Libraries
- Archives
- Universities
- Publishers
- Private 

Collectors
- Corporations

- Genealogical 
Groups

- Historical 
Societies 

- Historical 
Commissions

- Government 
Agencies
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Search Inside
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Types of Partnerships
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Museum Collections: Weslaco Museum

Weslaco Annual Fashion 
Show 
Dorothy Carlisk. Her dress 
is made out of 1000 
acalpha leaves. The purse 
is overlaid with ground 
alfalfa. The jerkin is made 
of rows of the scarlet 
bracts of the poinsettia 
plant.
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Weslaco Annual Fashion 
Show
Claricia Balli is wearing a 
suit made of shattered 
green fern. The lapels and 
her purse are made of 
mums and the hat and 
shoes are of the fern 
trimmed in mums.



Public Library Collections: Dallas Public Library
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Organization Collections: Lockheed Martin 
Aeronautics Company, Fort Worth
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Private Collection of T.B. Willis
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Academic Library Collections: Dallas County Community 
College District 
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Governmental Collections: Dallas Municipal Archives
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Genealogical and Historical Collections: Dallas 
Genealogical Society
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Lesser Known Resources
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City Directories
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Search by Maps
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Gammel’s Law
•Hans Peter Mareus Neilsen Gammel

•31 Volumes

•Early colonization laws

•Proceedings from constitutional 
conventions

•All laws and resolutions passed from 
every congressional and legislative 
session from statehood to 1897 
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Yearbooks
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African American Funeral Programs of San Antonio
•5,530 programs digitized

•700 more to digitize

•1930’s to Present
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Correspondence Ledger of the Kempner Family
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Correspondence Ledger of the Kempner Family



Types of Information in Newspapers

• Births and deaths
• Marriage 

announcements
• Military service
• Land purchases
• Promotions
• Advertisements: Family 

businesses
• Travel announcements
• Social activities
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Texas Digital Newspaper Program
• Hosts newspapers from 

across Texas, with 1780 
titles.

• Ever-growing: if you 
research something today 
and don’t find it—check 
tomorrow!

• Spans 1813 to the present.
• Fully text-searchable.
• Some newspaper 

collections have materials 
from across the U.S.
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Early Texas Newspaper Collection

• Earliest microfilmed newspapers held at UT’s Dolph Briscoe Center for 
American History.

• Texas newspapers, spanning 1829-1950, with heavy coverage from 
1840-1873.

• Digitized through support of an IMLS-funded TexTreasures grant, 
awarded through the Texas State Library & Archives Commission. 



Searching in the Portal
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1. Start a broad and then refine
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2. Keyword Searching 

Search for an exact phrase by adding 
quotation marks around the phrase

“Dallas County”
“Probate Case” 
“World War II” 
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3. Browse by Subject
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Questions?
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Thank you! 

Look for us on Facebook and sign-up for our newsletter. 
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Resources from Other States
• Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

“Chronicling America is a Website providing access to historic newspapers and select digitized 
newspaper pages and is produced by the National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP). NDNP, 
a partnership between the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the Library of 
Congress (LC), is a long-term effort to develop an Internet-based, searchable database of U.S. 
newspapers with descriptive information and select digitization of historic pages.”

• Gateway to Oklahoma History: http://gateway.okhistory.org 
Supported by UNT Libraries, the Gateway functions exactly like the Portal and is a resource for 
digital newspapers and photographs from Oklahoma history, spanning 1854-2006, and 
growing!
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State Memory Project Listing
Library of Congress State Memory 
Projects: 
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/
statememory/

Links to primary source 
repositories across all fifty states.  
Different state projects vary, but 
each can be useful for enriching 
your understanding about your 
ancestors’ lives.
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