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Overview

• What is Genealogy?

• Information Obtained from Census Records

• Difficulty of Documenting African American History

• Introduction of DNA

• Brick Wall #1

• Brick Wall #2

• Q & A

What is Genealogy?

Genealogy is the study and tracing of lines of descent.

Original sources include vital records (births, marriages, 
and deaths), church records, immigration records, military 
records, obituaries, and wills. 

Secondary sources such as biographies, genealogies, and 
local histories sometimes mention ancestors.

Most popular are census records!
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Information Obtained from Census Records

• 1790-1860: only whites were shown

• 1790 – 1840: head of household and number of each 
category

• 1850: name, age, sex, color, occupation, value of assets, 
place of birth, etc.

• 1850 & 1860: slave schedules listed African Americans by 
age, sex, and color

Information Obtained from Census Records

• 1870: African Americans listed by name, age, and birthplace

• 1880: Lists relationship between people in the household 
and the place the person’s father and mother were born

Information Obtained from Census Records

• 1900 & 1910: Lists number of years married, and number of 
children born to the woman and how many children are still 
living

• 1920 & 1930: typical name, age, race, gender, marital status, 
birthplace, and occupation

• 1940: states persons’ location in 1935

• 1950: typical name, age, race, gender, marital status, birthplace, 
and occupation
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Difficulty of Documenting African American History

• Lack of information on African American pre-1870 census

• Rely on personal records (Bibles, wills, and slave 
transactions) for information

• Popularity of DNA

Introduction of DNA

• One of the most popular type of DNA test is autosomal test.
- Helps identify relatives up to seven (7) generations back

• DNA test companies include Ancestry, FamilyTreeDNA, 23 
and Me, and MyHeritage

Dedication to Grandparents
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Brick Wall #1

Maternal Grandfather

Brick Wall #1

Objective: find all children and descendants of 3x great 
grandparents

Brick Wall #1

• In 1900, Mary gave birth to 10 children and 9 children still 
living; 8 children living in the home
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Brick Wall #1

• In 1910, Mary gave birth to 13 children and 12 children still 
living; 9 children living in the home

Brick Wall #1

No known whereabouts of son, Jake/Jacob

Brick Wall #1

DNA Match with UNKNOWN Connection

DNA Match

DM
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Brick Wall #1

• CLUE: DNA Match informed me his father’s name was Gregory Punch 
and was born in New York. 

Brick Wall #1

1940 Census in New York

1930 Census in New York

Brick Wall #1

• In the 1950 census, Jacob Punch is shown with his wife, Agnes, and 
infant son, Gregory, the father of DNA Match. 
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Brick Wall #1

• “Uncle Jakie” sired children until he was over 50 years old. He produced 3 sets of 
children with the age gap between his oldest and youngest was about 37 years.

Brick Wall #1

• DNA Match’s paternal grandfather was Jacob Punch from 
Texas….the missing child of my 3x great grandparents!!!!!!!

Maternal Grandfather

Maternal Grandfather

Brick Wall #1

DM
DNA Match
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Maternal Grandmother

Brick Wall #2

Objective: find all children and descendants of 3x great grandparents

Brick Wall #2

Brick Wall #2

• In 1880, Jeff Stephens listed with his presumed wife and seven (7) 
children living in Harrison County, Texas. 
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Brick Wall #2

• In 1900, Jeff Stephens listed with his wife, Dillie (aka Dilcie) from 1880 
census, and two (2) children and three (3) stepdaughters are living in 
the home.

Brick Wall #2

• Jeff Stephens, spouses, and all possible children based on census.

Brick Wall #2

• Lack information on daughter, Elizabeth
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Brick Wall #2
DNA Matches with UNKNOWN Connection

(Mother and Daughter)

DNA Match #1 DNA Match #2

DNA Match #1 DNA Match #2

Brick Wall #2

• DNA Match #1 and DNA Match #2 have a public family tree.

CLUE: Tree indicates an Elizabeth Stephens married to a John Wheeler. 
Provided further research.

Brick Wall #2
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Brick Wall #2

DNA Match #1

Maternal Grandmother DNA Match #1.

DNA Match #1

Brick Wall #2

DNA Match #2

DNA Match #2

Maternal Grandmother DNA Match #2.

Brick Wall #2
DNA Match #1 DNA Match #2

DNA Match #1 DNA Match #2
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• DNA Match #1 and #2 are descendants of Elizabeth, the 
sister of my 2x great grandmother, Sarah!!!!!!!

Brick Wall #2

Questions & 
Answers
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