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The Dallas Genealogical Society became a part of an unprecedented period of history beginning in 
March 2020. On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared a pandemic brought on 
by the Covid-19 virus, and governments worldwide began shutting their borders. In effect, the 
world shut down as governments warned their citizens to stay home to stem the tide of the 
pandemic.  

In August 2019, the DGS Board and SIG leaders met for their annual planning sessions. One goal 
revisited and prioritized was to present the General Meeting in a hybrid format, allowing members 
and guests to attend in person or virtually via the Zoom meeting platform. DGS began presenting 
the General Meeting in the hybrid format in January 2020. The DGS Board presented the January 
through March 2020 meetings in person and virtually, and then the Dallas Public Library closed on 
March 14, 2020, due to Covid-19. The library did not reopen until May 2021 and then on a limited, 
by-appointment basis. DGS was unable to hold in-person meetings through August 2021. The 
library's closing and restrictions also forced DGS to hold our seminars virtually during this entire 
time. 

I want to acknowledge the resourcefulness, flexibility, and creativity of the DGS Boards during 
these challenging two years. During this time, we had no in-person meetings. DGS held all General 
Meetings, Special Interest Group meetings, and seminars using the Zoom meeting platform. The 
Board approved a new meeting held on the fourth Tuesday of every month as a virtual help desk. 
We encouraged people to join the meeting to share their research successes, ask research 
questions, and help others with research questions. The Help desk ran until October 26, 2020. 

DGS Board Actions  

The Genealogy Section of the Dallas Central Library was renamed the Lloyd Dewitt Bockstruck 
Genealogy Collection in a dedication ceremony held on October 26, 2019,  

The By-Laws Revision Committee (Todd DeDecker, Jim Thornhill, Susan Rainwater, and Suzan 
Younger) presented the draft recommendations for revising the By-Laws and Standing Rules at 
the November 2020 Board meeting. The Board emailed all members on February 16, detailing 
the recommended changes. The members attending the March 7, 2020, General Meeting 
approved the changes. 

DGS participated in and sponsored a table at the 21st Legacies Dallas History Conference in January 
2020 and the 22nd conference in January 2021. This effort aligned with a goal to interact with more 

https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
https://dallascityhall.com/Pages/coronavirus-facility-closures.aspx
https://www.dallascitynews.net/dallas-public-library-locations-open-may-4
https://dallasgenealogy.org/dgs/dedication-of-the-lloyd-dewitt-bockstruck-genealogy-collection/
https://dallasgenealogy.org/dgs/about/society-documents/
https://dallasgenealogy.org/dgs/about/society-documents/
https://preservationdallas.org/event/23rd-annual-legacies-dallas-history-conference-dining-drinking-in-dallas
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external organizations interested in North Texas History. Additionally, DGS members provided 
multiple lectures to external organizations covering various genealogical subjects. 

DGS funded the HistoryGeo.com website for the Genealogy Section of the Dallas Central Library. 
The website became active on January 31, 2020. The Board also funded an annual subscription to 
NewspaperArchive.com, and that website went live on February 26, 2020. 

The DGS Board approved a special project to update the DGS logo and branding style at the August 
15, 2020, meeting. Sharon Bowles, Todd DeDecker, Tony Hanson, Ken Johnston, Kathleen Murray, 
Patti Smith, and Suzan Younger served on the branding committee. The Board approved a $10,000 
budget to hire a professional graphic artist to design a new logo and help create a style guide. The 
committee accomplished the goals of creating a brand and marketing strategy for DGS and 
delivered design guidelines, graphics files, and a final Style Guide. 

The Branding Committee researched potential companies and individuals to provide the graphic 
services and contracted with Allison Burns with Allie Designs to provide these services for $5,000. 
Allison collaborated with the committee to identify the persona of DGS and how best to present a 
cohesive and professional brand to the genealogical community. The brand represents who we are, 
what we value, and what we do. The result was a professional set of branding tools that included 
guides, a new logo, social media graphics, fonts and a coordinated color pallet, 
handout/presentation templates, and a final Style Guide. You can view the video introducing the 
DGS brand on the DGS Youtube channel.  

The new DGS logo. 

The DGS Board approved an initial investment of $25,000 in a TD Ameritrade account at 
the February 26, 2021, meeting. This was a conservative step to invest a portion of 
the societies' cash in a low-yield savings account. Future Boards will review the results 
and determine whether to continue or cancel the investment account. 

Shirley Sloat, past president of DGS and long-time member, committed to a donation of $25,000 to 
DGS. We are most grateful to Shirley for this generous gift which DGS will use to support 

https://historygeo.com/
https://newspaperarchive.com/
https://dallasgenealogy.org/dgs/style-guide/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYCiX0EYnp8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYCiX0EYnp8
https://dallasgenealogy.org/dgs/tis-the-season-of-giving/
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educational programs for members and the Dallas Public Library staff in the genealogy section. The 
Board accepted the commitment at the May 1, 2021, meeting. 

DGS continued its collaborative relationship with the Texas State Genealogical Society with a 
supporting sponsorship of their 2019 and 2020 annual conferences. In 2019, TxSGS awarded first 
place to the DGS website and third place to the DGS eNews.  

The DGS mission includes financial support for the Lloyd Dewitt Bockstruck Genealogy Collection. 
In addition to funding annual subscriptions for the NewspaperArchive.com and HistoryGeo.com 
websites, DGS donated books to the genealogy collection. A Blog article lists the books donated in 
2019 and in 2020. In 2020, The Board set aside additional funds for books purchased in 2021. 

The Dallas Genealogical Society is powered by the strength, talents, and commitments of its 
volunteers and supporters. At a time when the world faced grave challenges, the volunteers and 
members chose to grow and expand our capabilities and provide alternatives for our educational 
programs. We rebranded the society with a fresh and professional face that would represent DGS 
to our members and the genealogical community nationwide. We taught ourselves new skills and 
shared those skills with other societies. We reached out like never before to share our genealogical 
knowledge with organizations requesting our help with programming for home-bound people. I 
thank the DGS Board members who served from September 2109 through August 2021; I am proud 
to have worked with this amazing group of people. And I thank all the volunteers who stepped up 
and helped when called upon by the Board. We could not have accomplished these amazing 
programs and events without you.  

https://www.txsgs.org/
https://dallasgenealogy.org/dgs/2019/12/
https://dallasgenealogy.org/dgs/2019/12/
https://dallasgenealogy.org/dgs/celebrate-the-holidays-with-a-gift-to-the-dallas-public-library/


DGS Annual Report September 2019 – August 2021 
 

4 
 

Board of Directors 2019-2021 
 

2019-2020 Officers – DGS members elected the DGS Officers at the May 2019 meeting. 
The 2019-2020 DGS officers are: 
 President: Suzan Younger 
 Vice President: Jim Thornhill  
 Secretary: Gaya Bush  
 Treasurer: Susan Rainwater 
 Immediate Past President: Todd DeDecker 
 
The appointed directors are:  
 Jean Larson   Education  
 Gloria Goodwin  Membership  
 Harmon Adair  Printing & Distribution  
 Sharon Bowles  Publicity/Public Relations  
 Deane Baron   Publication Content  
 Patti Smith   Volunteer Coordination  
 
The appointed advisors and volunteers are:  
 Jim Thornhill   IT Administrator  
 Gloria Goodwin  Mail Administrator  
 Tony Hanson   Webmaster  
 Stephanie Bennett  Library Liaison  
 Michelle Cohen/Cathy Dempsey  Newsletter Editor  
 Kathleen Murray  FGS Delegate  
 Tammy Garrett  Hospitality 
 
SIG Leaders 
Brenda Cannon African American Genealogy Interest Group 
Liz Kutz  Best Practices 
Patti Huff Smith Coppell 
Barbara Ware  DNA    
Mic Barnett  DNA    
Tressa Tatyrek  Family Tree Maker  
Ann Broihier  German   
Bernard Meisner German   
Liz Kutz  Jewish Gen   
Happi McQuirk Mac Gen   
Tressa Tatyrek  Roots Magic   
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2020-2021 Officers - DGS members elected the DGS officers at the May 2020 meeting.  
The 2020-21 DGS officers are: 
 President: Suzan Younger 
 Vice President: Jim Thornhill  
 Secretary: Gaya Bush  
 Treasurer: Susan Rainwater 
 Immediate Past President: Todd DeDecker 
 
 The appointed directors are:  
 Jean Larson   Education  
 Gloria Goodwin  Membership  
 Harmon Adair  Printing & Distribution  
 Sharon Bowles  Publicity/Public Relations  
 Deane Baron   Publication Content  
 Patti Smith   Volunteer Coordination  
 
The appointed advisors and volunteers are:  
 Jim Thornhill   IT Administrator  
 Gloria Goodwin  Mail Administrator  
 Tony Hanson   Webmaster  
 Stephanie Bennett  Library Liaison  
 Michelle Cohen  Newsletter Editor  
 Vacant   FGS Delegate  
 Tammy Garrett  Hospitality 
 
SIG Leaders 
Brenda Cannon African American Genealogy Interest Group 
Liz Kutz  Best Practices 
Patti Huff Smith Coppell 
Barbara Ware  DNA    
Mic Barnett  DNA    
Tressa Tatyrek  Family Tree Maker  
Ann Broihier  German   
Bernard Meisner German   
Liz Kutz  Jewish Gen   
Happi McQuirk Mac Gen   
Tressa Tatyrek  Roots Magic 
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General Meetings - Programs 
 
2019  
September 7 David Passman From Minsk to Manhattan: Using Maps to Retrace  

and Ancestor's Journey 
October 5 Tui Snider  Spooky Symbols in the Cemetery 
November 2 Kelvin Meyers  Early Suffrage Movement in Dallas  
December 8    Annual Awards Luncheon  
 
 
2020 
January 4 Tony Hanson  Technology Enabled Collaboration for Genealogists 
February 1 Patti Huff Smith Discover New Ancestral Information by Connecting 
     Through Social Media 
March 7 Stephanie Bennett Enhance Your Genealogy Research with Resources 
     From the Dallas Public Library 
April 4  Elizabeth O'Neal Using Digital Libraries: Search Strategies for Family 

 Historians 
May 2  Gena Philibert-Ortega   Celebrating the Vote: 100 Years of Women's Suffrage 
September 12 Ari Wilkins  Reconstructing Communities Using Sanborn Maps, Census 

 Records, and City Directories 
October 3 Gus Hinojosa  The First Official History of Texas (1630-1690) 
November 7 Brandon Murray The Archives Collection at the J. Erik Jonsson  
     Central Library 
December 5 Richard Schlaudroff Researching Masons 
 
 
2021 
January 2 Stephanie Bennett Basic Genealogy Research using Fold 3 
February 6 Paul Beaty  Finding a Great-Grandfather with DNA 
March 6 Gena Philibert-Ortega   Researching HER Life: Genealogical Tools and Methods 
       For Researching Your Female Ancestor 
April 3  Felicia Williamson Preserving Family Memories 
May 1     Annual Awards Program 
     

 

https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2019-09-07-General-Meeting-Minutes.pdf
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2019-10-05%20General%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
https://tuisnider.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4H_2nluqW8
https://www.apgen.org/users/kelvin-l-meyers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PoaL6INM5bw
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2020-01-04%20General%20Meeting.pdf
https://www.rayson.us/aehanson/technology-enabled-collaboration/
https://www.rayson.us/aehanson/technology-enabled-collaboration/
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2020-02-01%20General%20Meeting.pdf
https://www.apgen.org/users/patti-smith
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvDvAG_wQ88
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2020-03-07%20General%20Meeting.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephaniearagebennett
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maU7QIahtk0
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2020-04-04%20General%20Meeting.pdf
https://www.apgen.org/users/elizabeth-oneal
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2020-05-02%20General%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
http://genaphilibertortega.com/
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/General_Meetings/2020_05_Philibert_Ortega.pdf
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2020-09-12%20General%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
https://www.blackgenesis.com/
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2020-10-03%20General%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fb5Zwzok_Ak
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2020-11-07%20General%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brandon-murray-0835a770
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6k2y8F9s6Y
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2020-12-05%20General%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
http://dallascommandery.org/schlaudroff.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZTeWu5StDA
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2021-01-02%20General%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephaniearagebennett
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDcNIl5Smmo
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2021-02-06%20General%20Meeting%20Minutes.docx.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QsxVE-epWhs
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2021-03-06%20General%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
http://genaphilibertortega.com/
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2021-04-03%20General%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
https://dallasgenealogy.com/DGS_Docs/Meeting_Minutes/2021-05-01%20General%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXx__Ijkj7c
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Seminars 2019-2021 
We wish to recognize Ken Johnson for the flyers and brochures he created for all DGS seminars. 

 
 

 

 

https://www.kenjohnston.com/welcome.htm
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The City of Dallas announced on March 14, 2020, that all libraries would be closed until further 
notice. The DGS Board had no choice but to cancel the April 16, 2020, Spring Seminar featuring 
Tony Burroughs. Jim Thornhill worked with Mr. Burroughs to reschedule the seminar to the 2020 
Fall Seminar on September 19, 2020. It would be held virtually. 
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With only three months of experience presenting a one-and-a-half-hour General Meeting using 
Zoom Meeting, the DGS board decided to present the two-day seminar virtually. The seminar would 
have three tracts running concurrently and four speakers joining via Zoom at various times. The 
seminar team would use the Zoom Webinar platform for the first time. It was a bold decision. But 
more importantly, it was the right decision and a success. 
 
The volunteers who stepped up to present this seminar included the core technical group of Todd 
De Decker, Jim Thornhill, Tony Hanson, and Suzan Younger. Led by Tony, this group spent hours for 
several weeks practicing and documenting a schedule for nearly every minute of the two days. Tony 
created a set of detailed instructions that still serve as a master plan for all DGS virtual seminars. 
The plans included an attendee help desk to aid registered attendees who had trouble logging into 
the seminar. These instructions ensured an almost flawless presentation by the four speakers.  
 
The rest of the seminar team included Susan Ball, Deane Baron, Sharon Bowles, Brenda Cannon, 
Sandra Crowley, Michelle Dwyer Cohen, Mark & Linda Harrison, Ken Johnston, Bernard Meisner, 
Kathleen Murray, Emily Richardson, Tressa Tatyrek, and Jay Tompkins. As noted, three sessions ran 
concurrently four times each of the two days. These volunteers were the Q&A managers, with two 
managers for each of the twelve presentations. They monitored the chat and the Q&A functions, 
answering questions when possible and queueing the questions for the speakers. All of these 
volunteers participated in practice sessions before the live event. These volunteers made the first 
DGS virtual seminar a rousing success.   
 
DGS presented the remaining seminars through Summer 2021 in the virtual format. People 
registered from all over the United States to attend DGS seminars.   
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Annual Awards Recipients 

 
 
The Dallas Genealogical Society annually recognizes individuals and organizations for their 
contributions toward the society's goals. The DGS Board presents these awards at the Annual 
Awards lunch. DGS held the Awards ceremony in December for several years as a combined holiday 
lunch and awards ceremony. However, external events caused significant problems for the caterer, 
members, and guests in accessing the J. Erk Jonsson Library. The Dallas Christmas Parade on the 
first weekend and a marathon race on the second weekend of December resulted in most streets 
around the library being closed for much of the morning. The DGS Board voted to change the date 
of the Annual Awards program at the January 1, 2020, Board meeting. The Board decided the 
Annual Awards ceremony and lunch would be in May instead of December. The December meeting 
would be a regular General Meeting with a speaker and held at a branch library instead of the 
central library. There was no awards ceremony in December 2020. 
 
 
2019 DGS Awards Ceremony December 7, 2019 
 
Award of Merit   Tony Hanson 
Heritage Preservation Award  Bockstruck Papers & Books Project Team 
Lloyd D. Bockstruck Distinguished Susan Kaufman 
  Service Award 
President's Special Award  Steve Rainwater 
Volunteer of the Year   Pattie Huff Smith 
 
 
 
 
2021 DGS Awards Ceremony May 1, 2021 
 
Award of Merit   Liz Kutz 
Heritage Preservation Award  Friends of Oakland Cemetery 
Lloyd D. Bockstruck Distinguished Thomas W. Jones 
  Service Award 
President's Special Award  DGS seminar presentation teams 

Core: Todd DeDecker,Tony Hanson, Jim Thornhill, Suzan 
Younger 
Q&A: Deane Baron, Brenda Cannon, Linda Harrison, Mark 
Harrison, Bernard Meisner, Tressa Tatyrek, Jay Tompkins, 
From TxSGS: Susan Ball, Sandra Crowley, Emily Richardson 

Volunteer of the Year   Ken Johnston 
 
 
 

https://dallasgenealogy.org/dgs/annual-awards-nominations/
https://dallasgenealogy.org/dgs/2019-dgs-awards-luncheon/
https://dallasgenealogy.org/dgs/wrapping-up-the-2021-dgs-awards-ceremony/


Oct '19 - Sep 20

Income
4100 · CONTRIBUTIONS, GIFTS & GRANTS

4110 · Contributions - Individuals 1,045.00
4130 · Corporate Reward Card Programs 417.66
4140 · Indirect Contributions 8,930.70

Total 4100 · CONTRIBUTIONS, GIFTS & GRANTS 10,393.36

4200 · PROGRAM SERVICE REVENUE
4210 · Registration Fees 25,920.00
4220 · Lunches 488.00
4250 · Hospitality Donations 314.01

Total 4200 · PROGRAM SERVICE REVENUE 26,722.01

4300 · MEMBERSHIP DUES
4310 · Memberships - Individuals 8,190.00
4320 · Memberships - Households 1,960.00

Total 4300 · MEMBERSHIP DUES 10,150.00

4400 · INTEREST INCOME
4411 · Interest/Savings Account 32.97

Total 4400 · INTEREST INCOME 32.97

4600 · SALES
4610 · Sales Income 9.25

Total 4600 · SALES 9.25

Total Income 47,307.59

Expense
6100 · GENEALOGICAL EDUCATION

6110 · Speaker Fees 7,550.00
6120 · Reimbursed Travel & Meals 1,034.05
6130 · Catering 1,763.70
6140 · Printing 1,564.95
6160 · Online Advertising & Promotion 259.00
6180 · Supplies and Other 357.17
6190 · Hospitality Expenses 280.34

Total 6100 · GENEALOGICAL EDUCATION 12,809.21

6200 · DALLAS PUBLIC LIBRARY SUPPORT
6210 · Donations 5,846.00
6220 · Gifts in Kind 2,646.87

Total 6200 · DALLAS PUBLIC LIBRARY SUPPORT 8,492.87

6300 · RECORD INDEXING & PRESERVATION
6320 · Grant/Portal to N.Texas History 250.00

Total 6300 · RECORD INDEXING & PRESERVATION 250.00

66900 · Reconciliation Discrepancies 35.00

5:32 PM Dallas Genealogical Society
08/20/22 Profit & Loss
Cash Basis October 2019 through September 2020

Page 1



Oct '19 - Sep 20

7000 · MANAGEMENT & GENERAL EXPENSES
7100 · Credit Card Processing Fees 1,491.20
7200 · Direct Mailing 231.00
7300 · Information Technology 2,823.72
7400 · Insurance - Liability, D & O 1,275.00
7500 · Memberships and Dues 115.00
7600 · Postage, Box Rental, Permits 1,280.95
7650 · Printing and Copying 133.87
7700 · Supplies and Other 144.82
7800 · Telephone & Communications 224.15
7898 · Advertising & Publicity 550.00

Total 7000 · MANAGEMENT & GENERAL EXPENSES 8,269.71

Total Expense 29,856.79

Net Income 17,450.80

5:32 PM Dallas Genealogical Society
08/20/22 Profit & Loss
Cash Basis October 2019 through September 2020
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Oct '20 - Sep 21

Income
4100 · CONTRIBUTIONS, GIFTS & GRANTS

4110 · Contributions - Individuals 882.00
4115 · Contributions - Designated Use 225.00
4130 · Corporate Reward Card Programs 473.50
4140 · Indirect Contributions 7,893.33

Total 4100 · CONTRIBUTIONS, GIFTS & GRANTS 9,473.83

4200 · PROGRAM SERVICE REVENUE
4210 · Registration Fees 28,035.00

Total 4200 · PROGRAM SERVICE REVENUE 28,035.00

4300 · MEMBERSHIP DUES
4310 · Memberships - Individuals 8,560.00
4320 · Memberships - Households 1,360.00

Total 4300 · MEMBERSHIP DUES 9,920.00

4400 · INTEREST INCOME
4411 · Interest/Savings Account 23.07
4412 · Interest/Investment Account 60.80

Total 4400 · INTEREST INCOME 83.87

Total Income 47,512.70

Expense
6100 · GENEALOGICAL EDUCATION

6110 · Speaker Fees 7,675.00
6140 · Printing 784.08
6160 · Online Advertising & Promotion 282.29

Total 6100 · GENEALOGICAL EDUCATION 8,741.37

6200 · DALLAS PUBLIC LIBRARY SUPPORT
6210 · Donations 6,008.00
6220 · Gifts in Kind 2,132.14

Total 6200 · DALLAS PUBLIC LIBRARY SUPPORT 8,140.14

7000 · MANAGEMENT & GENERAL EXPENSES
7100 · Credit Card Processing Fees 1,330.71
7200 · Direct Mailing 178.00
7300 · Information Technology 6,868.25
7400 · Insurance - Liability, D & O 1,275.00
7500 · Memberships and Dues 180.00
7600 · Postage, Box Rental, Permits 325.50
7700 · Supplies and Other 223.88
7800 · Telephone & Communications 151.84
7898 · Advertising & Publicity 6,832.00

Total 7000 · MANAGEMENT & GENERAL EXPENSES 17,365.18

Total Expense 34,246.69

Net Income 13,266.01

5:32 PM Dallas Genealogical Society
08/20/22 Profit & Loss
Cash Basis October 2020 through September 2021

Page 1
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