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During the centennary of the United States of America in 1876, President U. S. Grant urged 
each county to preserve its heritage by writing its history. Various publishing houses, 
particularly in such Midwestern cities as Chicago, offered their services in preparing such 
histories and sent their agents throughout the nation to obtain commissions for doing so. 

In 1892 the Lewis Publishing Company released the Memorial and Biographical History of 
Dallas County, Texas. In the Victorian age books were objects to be savored. They were to 
be read for their content rather than to be consulted for a specific piece of information. 
Indexes accordingly were seldom a regular feature of county histories because publishers did 
not want to debase their work. They might include a listing of biographees, but beyo11d that 
feature they would not compromise their integrity. 

The 1892 history of Dallas County is one of the few published in Texas in the nineteenth 
century devoted exclusively to a single county. Most such works lacked a broad enough base 
of financial support from a single county; consequently, they encompassed several counties. 
This one featuring Dallas County stand apart from all of the other county histories in the 
Lone Star State. With more than a thousand pages of text, the data available for the city 
and county of Dallas were impressive. Countless genealogists, sociologists, and historians of 
all ilks have turned to this work for insight about the rise to prominence of one of America's 
major urban centers and the individuals and families who were instrumental in that transfor
mation. 

The lack of an index made retrieval of information quite difficult. The observation of the 
Bicentennary in 1976 prompted the Local History & Genealogical Society of Dallas, Texas to 
underwrite the reprinting of this rare but highly sought work. At that time the absence of an 
index could no longer be tolerated. The Society included a hundred page index to individuals 
appearing in the text. Far more quickly than anyone would have realized, all copies of the 
history were sold. The demand for copies of the work, however, did not diminish. 
Accordingly, the Dallas Genealogical Society chose to off er to make the information available 
in microform. Realizing the limitations of this particular format, the Dallas Genealogical 

. 

Society has now made available in hard copy the every name index to the 1892 history of 
Dallas County. It is a most welcome addition and should expedite the retrieval of data in this 
significant work. 

I heartily congratulate the Society. on this another milestone in its publications program . 

• 

• 

.. 

Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck 
Supervisor, Genealogy Section 
Dallas Public Library 
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