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Getting Started with Your Family
History

Explore the Census

Carolyn Davis

US Census: Population
Schedules

1790 -1940, every 10 years

released 72 years after Census taken
data collected by Enumeration District
(ED)

+ information gathered about individuals
varies with each census
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1940 US Census Form

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE-BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
SIXTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1940

POPULATION SCHEDULE

Learning Objectives

+ outline when US censuses were
conducted & when made publicly
available

* locate online & use freely available US
censuses

» document key information about
sources
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1790 US Census Form

1790 United States Federal Census

state: Call Number/URL:

county

aty poge names of hoadsof familes.
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Why census data is valuable to
family history

“Census records contain the basic
documentation for the study of U.S. history,
biography, demography, immigration,
migration, ethnicity, occupations, economics,
social anthropology, medical history, local
history, and family history.”

from: "Census Records" by Loretto Dennis
Szucs and Matthew Wright in The Source: A

Guidebook to American Genealogy.
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Comparison of Census Information, 1790-1940
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Accurate?
Yes...and No

* most census information is usually reliable

+ residence information on the census is
especially believable because a census
taker visited each household

* sensitive topics - ages, family wealth, or
deaf, dumb, blind, idiotic, insane, or
convict family members - do people
fudge?

» some info such as birthplace of parents

‘w4 may not have been easy to recall ,

Online Access to Census Data

* Ancestry.com

FamilySearch.org

LDS FamilySearch Centers
Heritage Quest

National Archives Ft. Worth office
— Ancestry.com

— Fold3 (military records)

— HeritageQuest
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“Problematic” Censuses

* 1790-1840
+ 1890
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Pre-1850 Censuses

 only named person is head of household
« others in household are tally marks
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1800/1810 Census—United States




1890 Census

* destroyed by fire in 1921

* surviving pieces document only 6,160 of
the 62,979,766 people enumerated that
year

".
A s -
PR L |v 13

Special Federal Census
Schedules

Slave Schedules
Mortality Schedules
Agricultural Schedules

Schedules of Defective, Dependent, and
Delinquent Classes

US Census Veterans Schedules
» Manufacturers or Industrial Schedules
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Slave Schedules

« City, town, or sub district of slave owner
* Name of slave owner

* NO NAMES OF SLAVES (occasionally
names were listed)

* Number of slaves owned
* Age, sex, color
* Fugitive from state?

* Number of slaves manumitted (released
from slavery)

o, » Deaf,dumb (mute), blind, insane, or idiotic?
;"'.;l: : 15

1850 Hardeman County, Tennessee Slave Schedule

_in the County of - // lpase 220 B
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SCHEDULE 2.—Slave Inhabitantsin A
ofMummuﬁfdelnﬂ ontho 27 dzyoféﬁ@,

Mortality Schedules

* mortality schedules were taken along with
population schedules during the 1850,
1860, 1870, and 1880 censuses

* list people who died during the previous
12 months

« typical mortality schedule will list the dead
person's name, age, sex, color, married or
widowed, birthplace, month of death,

... occupation, and cause of death

‘
; ’n' '" 17

|
I [alalalsle 7] [ S o "o, = ,"
! ida 1 |+ Lldda|
J Y S AVIEY Y. I [ Z ‘ ZZ
i 7 LA L s Ay, Za _{
4 AR E. A I A‘ \ {/r//) ]
o (il da T 1 |® v i )
o vl 1T 1 e 7 z (\/w/‘k \ L
i adAdd [ 1 Vi ZEl
\‘ Az | | A
| I e o P77
1e \/M\/’f{ | / | £ 2] -
1= L slaz 1 I "__';_‘ /Ll‘f._@ﬁ;\f
= Az | [ = W Ul | ]
R a2 virry v T R L WLV 77
;"'"lv - 16
U.S. Federal Census Mortality Schedules, 1850-1885
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Agricultural Schedules

» 1850, 1860, 1870 and 1880 and for those
states that took an 1885 census

« for African American research, the 1850
and 1860 Agricultural Schedules help
identify white overseers, black
sharecroppers,or track free black men and
their economic growth
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jand
1 land, fences

5750000
36000
$121500

528

wheat
61 bushels Canada peas (cr)
62 bushels of beans (dry)

63 acres of flax

64 bush
65

)

$170.00 >
5 els offlax seed
of flax straw

73 gallons of maple molasses
9 74 acres of broom com
0 75 pounds of broom com
7 76 acres of hops

1 77 pounds of hops

1

1

0

37 shoop.

38 sheep and lambs sold lving

39 sheop and lams slaughtored 1
heer

47 other poultry

48 dozen eqgs produced 150
49 acres of barley.

9 20

100 $ value of all forest products. $40

1880 Federal Census - Schedules of
Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent
Classes

» Supplemental schedule called “Dependent,
Defective, and Delinquent Classes” was included
in 1880 U.S. Federal Census. This schedule
included different forms to enumerate the following
classes of individuals:

* Insane
+ l|diots
* Deaf-mutes
+ Blind
» Paupers and Indigent persons
.uw. = Homeless children
Aot q
csew's . Prisoners 21

1840 Census
Veterans Information

* Revolutionary War pensioners were
recorded on the reverse (verso) of each
page of the 1840 population schedules

+ Stated pensioners' ages and persons with
whom they were living

it .
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1890 Veterans Schedules

1890 Census - separate schedules were made of

Union Civil War veterans or their widows

+ lists Union veteran of the Civil War; name of his widow,
if appropriate; his rank, company, regiment, or vessel;
dates of his enlistment and discharge, and the length of
his service in years, months, and days; his post office
address; the nature of any disability; and remarks

+ nearly all of the schedules for the states of Alabama
through Kansas and those for western half of Kentucky
were destroyed in 1921 fire

+ schedules for the remaining half of Kentucky and the

states of Louisiana through Wyoming are available

e
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Manufacturers or Industrial
Schedules

« The quantity and quality of data varies by census year

« 1820, 1850, and 1860 reported: name of the manufacturer,
type of business or product, amount of capital invested,
quantities, kinds, and value of raw materials used, quantities,
kinds, and value of product produced annually, kind of power
or machinery used, number of men and women employed

« average monthly cost of male and female labor

* 1860, 1870 referred to as "Industrial Schedules"

* 1870 - amount of detail increased

« 1880 - supplemental schedules were also used for specific
industries, such as for boot and shoemaking, lumber and saw
mills, flour and grist mills

« Exclusions--those manufacturing operations that produced

S - less than $500 worth of good
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1860 Census
Manufacturing/Industry Schedule
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State Censuses

« state censuses often taken in the years
between the federal censuses, such as
1875 or 1892

» some states cover about 1825 to 1925
* substitute for missing 1890 federal census

» most not online - order microfilm through
FamilySearch
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Search Tips & Tricks

* look back - 10 years at a time

 search w/o last name, add other family
relationships

 phonetically/wildcards/first initial
+ other family members
* neighbors

« scroll through all data on line from left
to right

o

"+« geographical boundaries change s
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Other Types of Censuses

* church

* colonial
Indian rolls
* school
territorial
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Census Alternatives

+ City Directories
* Telephone Books
» Other Directories
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City/Telephone Directories

* local residents and businesses,
particularly helpful for research in large
cities, where a high percentage of the
people were renters, new arrivals, or
temporary residents

 generally published annually

+ city directories may include an individual's
address, occupation, spouse's name, and

. other helpful facts

I
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City Directories 2

* learn the exact years your ancestor
inhabited a place

* locate ancestor in a census that hasn’t
been indexed

+ estimate year of immigration

* learn occupation and employer as
identifiers

+ find other family members
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Akron Official City Directory, 1918. Source: Akron-Summit County Public Library web site, Special Collections
ision.
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Other Directories

» organizations, churches, etc.
— search catalogs of FamilySearch, Ancestry,
etc.
— general web searches
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Be Alert to

illegible handwriting

spelling and/or data errors

* misinformation provided - accidental and/
or deliberate

* transcription errors
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Documenting What You Find In
Census Documents

* Ancestry.com source citation:
Year: 1930; Census
Place: Readington, Hunterdon, New
Jersey; Roll: 1361; Page: 7B; Enumera
tion District: 31; Image: 653.0; FHL
microfilm: 2341096
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Documenting What You Find in
Census Documents 2

» FamilySearch source citation: "United
States Census, 1930," index and
images, FamilySearch (https://
familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/
X4X8-95S : accessed 20 April 2012),
William | Davis in household of William
S Davis (Readington, Hunterdon, New
Jersey).

Search Demo

* Ancestry.com
* FamilySearch.org
* HeritageQuest
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Happy Searching




